
    Sugar and spice 
 and everything nice 
   Thatõs what little girls are made of. 
 
           Snips and snails 
        and puppy dog tails 
  Thatõs what little boys are made of... 
 

As the mother of one of eachña boy and a 

girlñI can see the appeal of this comparison. 

Although he has his òeverything niceó mo-

ments, there really is something more 

òearthyó and rugged about my son. But re-

gardless of such apparent truths lurking in 

antiquated nursery rhymes, not all young 

men fit these stereotypes, nor should they 

be expected to. 

 

Education is facing some uncomfortable 

trends in academic performance among 

boys. In general, girls are outperforming boys 

in K-12 education, on tests as well as on 

report cards. More specifically... 

 

boys are scoring lower than girls on na-

tional reading tests;  

boys are dropping out of high school at 

higher rates; 

boysõ college admission numbers are 

declining; in fact, women now outnum-

ber men in college by a ratio of 4 to 3.  

Perhaps the most alarming statistic of all  

comes from current research on under-

achievement: boys make up 90% of extreme 

underachievers (Colangelo and Kerr, 2000). 

 

These numbers show that despite our best 

intentions, many teachers still unconsciously 

subscribe to 

male stereo-

types and hold 

unrealistic ex-

p e c t a t i o n s 

about how boys 

should learn 

and behave in 

the classroom.  

 

It appears we 

may have let 

boys down. If 

that is the case,  

what do we 

need to do to get them back on track? 

 

This yearõs MEGT Position Paper, its 10th, is 

devoted to these issues. The position paper 

will address concerns about the current intel-

lectual development and well being of gifted 

boys. In addition to documenting trends and 

causes of male underachievement in aca-

demic settings, the paper will offer recom-

mendations to help educators turn around 

underperformance among male students. 
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