Special Schools for the Gifted Network Meetings 
A new network is in place for school leadership team members from districts that have special schools for the gifted or are exploring the possibility of creating one. Special schools for the gifted include School With-in-the School models and gifted magnet schools. Monthly meetings provide the opportunity for leaders to discuss their roles and the use of best practices on a variety of topics. Monthly themes include program leadership and management, differentiation for gifted learners, social and emotional needs, identification and planning for twice exceptional learners. 

Registration is required.  Each full-day session will be held at the MDE Conference Center from 9:00 – 3:00 p.m.  There is no charge to the participant to attend.  Visit the MDE Calendar to view monthly topics and register in the sessions.
Gifted and Talented Reporting

The districts are required to report the staff development activities and expenditures for the district and their school sites. All districts, including those not reserving funds, must complete a program report.  Gifted and Talented program data is reported by site in the Gifted and Talented Programs Online Staff Development Report accessed on MDE’s district report page.  
Scholar of Distinction Award Program 2011

Minnesota Scholars of Distinction program nurtures and recognizes distinguished achievement by highly motivated students. Each specialty area was developed through partnerships of educators, business and others. To earn this recognition, students must complete required work in Minnesota's Academic Standards, demonstrate mastery of complex subject matter and apply their knowledge to challenging projects.  

For information about new criteria, timelines and the process of applying for a 2011 award cycle visit http://education.state.mn.us/MDE/Academic_Excellence/High_School_Initiatives/Scholars_Distinction/index.html) after October 1st.   

For more information about the Special Schools for the Gifted Network Meetings, Gifted and Talented Reporting or the Scholar of Distinction Award Program, or other gifted education issues please contact Wendy Behrens, Gifted and Talented Education Specialist at 651-582-8786 or wendy.behrens@state.mn.us
