Greetings,

The legislature is winding up to start negotiations.  Bills have been introduced and have moved through committee. Now the hard bargaining begins.  Our interests will be better served if our legislators are armed with the knowledge that these pieces of legislation are important to us and to others.  We need your voices.

HF0543 and its companion SF1828 have moved on to the negotiations.  They are companion bills that focus on $ and language.  We are asking the legislature to double the money from $9 Million to $18 Million. We are also asking that the language change from May to Must when it comes to how the district may spend the money. Representative Marsha Swails (DFL)  (rep.marsha.swails@house.mn) has introduced and supported this bill in the House.  Please contact her with your words of gratitude.  Senator Kathy Saltzman (DFL) (sen.kathy.saltzman@senate.mn) has introduced and supported this bill in the Senate.  Please contact her and let her know how much you support her efforts.  Then you need to contact your own legislator and let them know how important this legislation is for Minnesota's 85,000 gifted students.

HF0810 and SF1829 have also moved on to negotiations.  They are companion bills introduced and supported by the same two legislators listed above.  This legislation was drawn from the MN Dept of Ed's document, Strategic Plan for Improving Minnesota's Gifted and Talented Education Services for Students. The language focuses on preparation and on going relicensure issues for pre-service teachers, coordinators, teachers of the gifted and principals and superintendents. We need you contact Swails and Saltzman and let them know you support this legislation.  Currently we have heard testimony form the Board of Teaching, Principals and Administrators, and the universities. They all spoken in support of this legislation.  Contact your legislator, as well.  They need to hear a loud voice in the sea of voices that are now lobbying in St. Paul.  Call, write, email, shout.

More information is available at http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=hf0810&ls_year=85&session_number=0&session_year=2007 

or at http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/bills/billnum.asp?Billnumber=hf0543&ls_year=85&session_number=0&session_year=2007&Go.x=10&Go.y=13 

If you need to know how to contact your legislator go to http://www.house.leg.state.mn.us/members/hmem.asp 

or http://www.senate.leg.state.mn.us/members/index.php?ls=85#header 

Without your voice it will not happen.

Thanks for your advocacy

Bill Keilty

