\/ Responding to the Needs of Young Gifted L earners, Ages 3-8

A Position Statement of the
Minnesota Educators of the Gifted and Talented (MEGT)

Purpose

Developmentally precociousyoung learnersarefound withinall culturesaswell asall socioeconomic, racia
and ethnic groups. These children have accel erated devel opmental ratesand corresponding needswhich must
berecognized and addressed if they areto be provided with appropriate and equitable services. To help young
gifted learnersreachtheir full potential, teachers, parentsand caregiversmust respond to children’scognitive
and affectivedifferences. Schools, in particular, need to provide curricular interventionsand program services
that nurture the development of precociousyoung learners.

The purpose of this position statement isto acknowledge the unique needs of young gifted learners. Thegoa
isto encouragethosewho interact with themto provide devel opmental ly appropriate chalenges, interventions
and serviceson aconsistent basis.

Characteristics

Teachersand learnersneed hel p recognizing potentia and thefactorsthat distinguish precoci ous devel opment
which placeschildren out of sync with expected developmental stages. Young gifted learnersmay demonstrate
someor al of thefollowing behaviorsearlier and to ahigher degree when compared to their chronologica age
peers. Researchersmost frequently citethefollowing traitsasindicative of precocity:

= Early language acquisition

»4 Wide knowledge base

w4 Exceptional curiosity and a heightened sense of wonder
»#. Provocative and penetrating questioning behavior

»# Intriguewith bigideas

= Tenacity and passion for specific areas of interest

»# Heightened sense of empathy and social justice

w4 Intuitivethinking

. Subtle or sophisticated sense of humor

»#. Tolerancefor ambiguity

»#4 Heightened response to the sensory input

»# Capacity to think creatively and to problem solve effectively
»# Preference for complexity and novelty

Recommendations

Thefollowing research-based guidelines areintended to hel p adults nurture the giftsand talents of young
learners.

Werecommend that:

»#  Younggifted lear nersbeprovided with adevelopmentally appropriateand an intellectually
challengingcurriculum.

This recommendation can be met through the use of a variety of strategies, including curricular or grade acceleration,
individual learning plans, early entrance to kindergarten, and grouping practices. The curriculum should stimulate, inspire
and challenge children’sthinking.




»#%  Young gifted lear nersbeprovided with creative and playful, explor atory experiencesthat
allow for problem-based, creativeand critical thinking opportunities.

Theseinclude meaningful, intriguing and interest-based curricular experiences and activitiesthat move from the concreteto

the abstract.

»#.  Young gifted learners be provided with an enriching and student-centered learning

environment.

A student-centered environment includes a curriculum that incorporates the Arts, avast array of materials and experiences
that touch on students’ interests and passions, as well as an environment that honors culture and language differences.

»#% Younggifted learnersbeprovided with an environment that supportsstudents emotional

and social needs.

Thisincludes opportunitiesfor young gifted learnersto spend time with intellectual peersfor support and affirmation of their
uniqueness and strengths as well as opportunities to interact with adults who help them develop social skills and coping

strategies.

“%  Theadultswho serveyoung gifted lear ner sbe provided with professional development that

addressestheneedsof thisunique population.

The professional devel opment experiences should include information about the wide range of developmental abilitiesand
interests of this population and also focus on how to address students’ individual needs rather than base their decisions on

simply students’ chronological age.
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