Responding to the Affective Needs of Gifted Learners

A Position Satement of the
Minnesota Educators of the Gifted and Talented (MEGT)

Purpose
Gifted learnershave accel erated and complex intellectua devel opment, oftenleading to unique socia and emotiona needs.

Inorder for each gifted student to fully develop hisor her potentid, itiscritical that the school community be capable of
providing appropriate support. The purpose of thisposition paper isto identify and addressthe unique affective needs of
giftedlearners. Our god istoincrease understanding of these socia and emotiona needs, providereevant information, and
help educators devel op strategiesto address these needs so they canimplement effective services.

| ssues
Theaffective needsof gifted learnersmay ariseasaresult of interactionswith externa stimuli (family or school settings,
culture, world events) aswell asfromintellectua and persondity attributesthat characterize gifted students. Themainareas
of concernregarding gifted students affective needsare described bel ow.

.« Giftedlearners’ intellectua devel opment may surpasstheir psychomotor or emotiona devel opment. Thisun-
even development, known as asynchrony, can lead to frustration and unreali stic expectationsfrom self and
others.

.« Giftedlearners highintengty oftenresultsininner conflict, such asperfectionism, fedingsof inadequacy, relent
lesssdf criticism, extreme sengtivity, and struggleswith setting unredisticaly high goals.

. Gifted studentsmay experiencedifficulty relating to peers, teachers, and others, dueto problemsarising from
their precocity.

.+ Theintenseemotiond and physica sensitivity associated with being gifted may result in heightened empathy for
global issues, causing frustration with aninability to affect change.

.« Gifted studentsresist being treated asif they ared| the same, regardlessof individua needs.

.« School climateand peer culturemay beindifferent or hostiletointellectua achievement.

s Studentsmay befrustrated when involved in curriculumthat isinsufficiently accel erated and complex.

.« Curriculum oftenfailstoinclude career guidanceasit relatesto the needsof gifted learners.

.« Duetoalack of awareness, administrators, school board members, and other educational stakeholdersfail to
consider theaffective needsof gifted studentswhen making educationa decisionsthat arelikely to affect them.

Recommendations
.« Facilitate proactivediscussion groupsfor gifted studentswherethey can engagein conversationwith their intellectual
peers.
. Offer opportunitiesfor gifted sSudentsto learn appropriate communication skills, socid skills, organization and study
skills, and coping Strategies.
.« Desgncommunity serviceopportunitiesfor gifted sudentsto empower themto addressworldissues.Provideactivities
withintheregular classroom that encourage the acceptance of individua differences.
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« Includeacademic planning and vocationa and career awarenessin thecurriculum.

. Early educationa choicesand career guidance should beavailableto gifted studentsasonelayer of their school
program.

« Ensurethat curricular decisionsare madewith the affective needs of gifted studentsin mind, whether for the selection
of materiass, decisionsabout grouping choices, or individua services.

« Provide professiona devel opment opportunitiesaddressing the affective needs of gifted studentsto all educators,
counsglors, and administrators.

. Createastaff development cycleto meet the needs of new and changing staff.

«. Providesupport for parentsand the community in understanding the needs of gifted students.

.« Advocatefor continued financial support for resources equitableto other educational services.
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